
Bermondsey Walk Wednesday 18 January 
 
We enjoyed a fascinating walk around Bermondsey with 
London Guide Jenny Rossiter on a sunny but very cold day. 
I only have space to give glimpses of some of the interesting 
things we learned about the history of this once very poor 
area of London, now transformed by financial services and 
multinational companies. 
 
A memorial plaque commemorates John Braidwood, a fire 
fighter who lost his life in the Tooley St fire of 1861 which 
began at Cotton's Wharf. At his funeral huge crowds lined 
the streets and interestingly he was buried in Abney Park 
Cemetery in Hackney. 
 
Bermondsey suffered more bombing than any other part of 
London and the Council was responsible for providing a 
stock of good council housing after the war.  
 
The development known as More London includes City Hall, 
designed by Norman Foster and The Scoop, an outdoor 
ampitheatre. It includes many shops and offices and 
development is ongoing. Much of it now stands on reclaimed 
land. In Victorian times, the river was much wider. Wonderful 
views across the river to the gherkin, cheese grater, Tower 
of London! 
 
Pottersfield was once an area producing delftware by potters 
from the lowlands at the Pickleherring Co, but as well as the 
traditional blue, they also introduced a yellow glaze.  Tons of 
broken crocks were dug up during excavations. 
 
Tower Bridge was built in 1886, but before this a tunnel 
existed which ran under the river and came out at Tower Hill. 
Originally there was a shuttle carrying 8 people but this was 



discontinued and people walked through. 
 
The Horsleydown Steps lead right down to the muddy shore 
of the river where mudlarks would have played and 
scavenged. 
 
The river Neckinger joins the Thames at St Saviours Dock 
where monks from Bermondsey Abbey used to import their 
goods. Pirates were rife and were hanged at the inlet and 
the river's name is thought to derive from the neckerchief 
formed by the rope. 
 
Dr Alfred Salter, who later became a councillor, devoted his 
life to improving living conditions in Bermondsey. Part of the 
Settlement Movement, he joined Bermondsey in 1898 and 
pushed through housing developments with open spaces for 
play and recreation. All 17 of us had our photograph taken 
by the tree said to have been planted by Councillor Salter to 
open the recreation ground. 
 
We learned so much more – eg about the tanning and 
brewing industries that gave the area its distinctive character 
– but it made me want to return and get to know 
Bermondsey in more detail. 
 


