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The Romans who built the original London Wall would have felt very at home in the 

hot sun which shone on the Discovering London group as we explored the 

remains of the wall which used to surround the city of London.  After the long 

bitter winter, glorious Spring had finally come.  We began at the mediaeval 

Postern Gate near the Tower of London and followed the path of 

the old wall past the statue of Trajan and a copy of tombstone to 

Julius Classician.  The fragments of wall in this section seemed to 

fit quite well with the background of the ancient Tower, but as we 

progressed into the City, the contrast between ancient Roman 

and modern English grew more marked.  

Construction work on new buildings surrounded us as we 

discovered little previously unknown corners with sections of the 

old Kentish Ragstone wall.  It was interesting to realise, too, that 

construction over the centuries had successively hidden and 

then uncovered historical sites. With years of new building, new 

roads, higher and higher constructions, land levels have 

apparently risen two metres above what the Roman levels would 

have been!  

We stopped at the new construction at Aldgate Square trying to 

establish the course of the wall. We were told that a segment of the 

wall could be found in the basement of a nearby pub, but we didn’t 

go to check! Leaving the Square, we next also came across another 

historical curiosity - the Victorian Bathhouse at Bishopsgate, which is 

now a venue for receptions.  A beautiful ornate surprise amongst the 

concrete and glass. 

 

We ended our walk of discovery with the section of wall in the 

lovely St Alphege gardens. We viewed the remains from a 

beautiful new high walkway which took us to the Museum of 

London where our walk ended.  The Museum has a fascinating 

exhibition about the Romans in Britain (and also a café) so 

there is always the possibility of further exploration.  

 

See https://londonunveiled.com/2016/07/10/londonwall/ for further information about 

the Wall Walk. 
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