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Here is a record of our Exploring London visits 
from January to December 2015. For most recent 
visits and future plans, go to our web page 

 
 

 

2015 

January 

Coliseum Theatre, St Martin's Lane (28 January) 
 

Guided Tour. The Coliseum was designed by Frank 
Matcham and opened in 1904; Matcham was also 

responsible for the design of the Hackney Empire 
and many other Edwardian theatres throughout 

the country. Currently home of the English 
National Opera, the theatre was re-opened after a 
complete refurbishment in 2004. 

 

February 

 Handel House Museum, Brook Street (17 
February).  A guided tour with a private half-hour 

harpsichord recital. Brook Street was Handel's 
home for most of his time in London, and our 

recital will be in his own performance and 
rehearsal room. The museum is on the upper 
floors of the house, but there is a lift. There is 

also a small gift shop. 
St George's Church in Hanover Square has close 

connections with Handel as he was organist and a 
parishioner there - and had his own pew. 

March 

http://www.islingtonu3a.org/group-news/Exploring-London.html


 Foundling Museum, Coram's Fields (6 March). 
The museum explores the history of the 
Foundling Hospital, the UK's first children's 

charity. Period interiors contain works by artists 
including Hogarth (the portrait of Captain Coram 

is a must-see), Gainsborough and Reynolds - and 
the Gerald Coke Handel Collection, a neat link to 
the February visit. There is also a temporary 

exhibition of works by Jacob Epstein, 'Babies and 
Bloomsbury', which is why I've picked this date to 

visit the museum. 

April 

Two Temple Place (25 March)  Explore the 

amazing neo-gothic mansion built for William 
Waldorf Astor in 1892-95 at your own pace, while 
viewing this spring's exhibition 'Cotton to gold: 

extraordinary collections of the industrial North 
West' which shows art-works selected from 

collections in Accrington, Burnley and Blackburn. 
 

 

May  

The Library and Museum of Freemasonry (13 
April).  An hour-long guided tour of the museum 
and library reveals some of the 'secrets' of 

freemasonry, in the opulent setting of 
Freemasons Hall on Great Queen Street, Covent 

Garden. 
 
 

 
 

 Imperial War Museum (6 May). For a different 

exhibition than last year's First World War art. 
'Fashion on the ration: 1940s street style' has 

garnered some very good reviews and one of our 
fellow-'Explorers' thought it would be fun to have 
a look together and found out the details for us. 

There's plenty else to check out at the IWM if you 
don't fancy the frocks, and the rest is free! 



 The Inns of Court (29 May) A guided tour with Dr 
Barbara Zeitler, barrister and art historian. 
Starting at  'Prince Henry's Room' in Fleet Street,  

covering the Inner and Middle Temples with their 
fascinating streets and courtyards and attractive 

gardens and ending at Temple Church, showing a 
display about Magna Carta. 

June 

Friday 19 June at 10.00am.  Visit to Drapers' 

Hall, Throgmorton Street, EC2. Meet at 10am for 
refreshments in Drapers' Hall, before a tour of 

this splendid livery hall. It's quite difficult to get 
visits to Livery Company Halls as they are used 

regularly for corporate entertaining so I'm afraid 
it's a Friday visit again! If you are still in a 'Wolf 
Hall'/'Bring up the Bodies' mood, the original 

house on this site was Thomas Cromwell's, and 
was bought by the Company from Henry VIII 

after Cromwell's fall and execution. This visit will 
cost £6, including refreshments - maximum of 25 in the group. 

Friday 26 June at 1.00pm.  Free half-hour tour of the newly opened private 

apartments at the Sir John Soane's Museum on Lincoln's Inn Fields. Why not fit this 
in as part of a longer visit to the museum if you've never been before - or if it's years 
since you visited! 

July 

Wednesday 8 July - day visit to Bletchley Park.  We'll meet at Euston Station and take 

the 10.13am train to Bletchley, (return at your own convenience). Bletchley Park is 
directly across the main road outside the station so it's only a short walk. The 
museum site is very big, with displays in the various buildings, including the main 

house. There are a couple of cafes on site, plus book and souvenir shops. I found this 
to be a museum that needed to be visited at least twice, and luckily our tickets will 

be valid for a year! Using the '2 for 1' offer on tickets, entrance will be approximately 
£8 per person and the return rail-fare from Euston (with the Senior railcard discount) 
is £10.50. 

Wednesday 29 July at 2.00pm.  Benjamin Franklin's house at 36 Craven Street WC2 
is the only house still existing anywhere, including the US, where Benjamin Franklin, 

diplomat, philosopher, inventor and a prime mover in the US's struggle for 
independence, actually lived. The Grade 1 listed house has been extensively 
refurbished and we have a tour, with dramatic presentation, booked for the 

afternoon. This will cost £5 per person, and the group is restricted to 15 people. 
Again, this visit has been arranged for us by a fellow-Explorer. When deciding to 

book, please note that there are three flights of stairs, no lift and limited seating! 

August 

Tuesday 11 August at 11.00am Discover Huguenot Spitalfields on a guided walk let 

by Charlie de Wet, of the Huguenots of Spitalfields charity. We'll meet up outside 
Liverpool Street Station, on Bishopsgate, for an exploration of the fascinating 
architecture and history of this part of London, lasting about an hour and a half and 

ending with a visit to a Huguenot house. There will be a charge of £10  per person, 
which will go towards the charity's Education Fund. 



Thursday 20 August - day visit to Greenwich (meeting timings and location to be 
confirmed) We'll get out of the centre of London for a day exploring Greenwich - and 
it'll be mostly free, depending on what you decide to visit! The plan will be to travel 

to Greenwich by whatever route you choose - 188 bus, DLR or regular rail - and meet 
up at a pre-arranged time. Then there's the Maritime Museum including the Queen's 

House, Cutty Sark, the Fan Museum, the Painted Hall and Chapel of the Old Royal 
Naval College ... not to mention Greenwich Market and a micro-brewery! I have 
arranged for Dr Simon Steel of UCL and Tufts University to meet us first to talk about 

the Royal Observatory and what we can see there. Finally - if you're still standing, we 
can travel back together by river! 

September 

Monday 7 September —Somerset House ... and the 'Roman Baths' on the Strand! We 
had our own private tour of Somerset House, which allowed us to see all the most 

important rooms and hear about the history of this fascinating building from the 
guide who took us around. Before this, we learnt more about the so-called Roman 
Baths, off the Strand, which a fellow-explorer had arranged to be opened up for us. 

October 

2 October — Walking tour of the Inns of Court. Dr 

Barbara Zeitler repeated her popular tour on the 
Inns of Court and Temple Church, during which we 
saw the gardens and hidden courtyards and streets 

of Inner and Middle Temple as well as hearing 
about the practice of law today. Some of the 

buildings could only be viewed from outside and we 
were unable to visit into Temple Church at the end 
of our walk this time. 

 

21 October —  Museum of London Docklands for 
the exhibition Soldiers and Suffragettes. The 

Museum charts the history of the Thames from pre-
Roman times to the 21st century in its historic 
building near Canary Wharf. There was also an 

exhibition running about Christina Broom, regarded 
as the UK's first female press-photographer; her 

images of London in the early years of the 20th 
century were a revelation. Photographs of 
suffragettes were of special interest with the 

imminent release of the new film Suffragette at the 
London Film Festival. The visit is free, and the museum can be reached by DLR to 

West India Quay, by 277 bus and also by boat to Canary Wharf. This is a joint visit 
with the 'Local History' group. It was a really wet day, which was the group's excuse 
for finishing the visit in the Museum's bar! 

November 



17 November at 10.30am — Old Operating 
Theatre Museum and Herb Garret. The group 
had the opportunity to hear about the Old 

Operating Theatre, dating from the 1820s, and the 
history of early medicine. In the Herb Garret we 

had a long talk about the preparation of herbal 
medicines.  The Operating Theatre had survived in 
the roof-space of St Thomas's Church and was only 

rediscovered in 1957. Some of us continued on to 
have lunch in the George Inn off Borough High 

Street, the sole survival of the galleried coaching 
inns which used to line the street. 

December 

7 December — St Bride's Fleet Street and the 
City of London Distillery. The group of 25 
entered into the Christmas spirit by visiting the 

City's own gin distillery, established on Bride Lane 
in 2012 bringing gin distilling back to the City of 

London after an absence of almost 200 years.  
Learning about distilling and bottling gin, with a 

G&T in hand, this was one of Exploring London's 
most popular visits in 2015 ... one wonders why! 
Before COLD we went to St Bride's Church —'The 

Journalists' Church', on Fleet Street where the 
crypt exhibition displayed the discoveries from recent excavations in the area.  

See next file for 2016. 

 


