
Monday 7 May: Tottenham and Markfield Steam Beam Engine – led by Anne 

Wilkinson. 

As we walked around peaceful Tottenham, in bright summer sunshine, it was difficult to 

imagine this is the starting place of the awful riots of 2011 that spread to other boroughs 

and other cities, scene of looting, arson, mugging and murder. All that’s left are a couple 

of commemorative plaques. 

The area had a few surprises for us which Anne helped us to discover: the rich multi-

cultural character of the resident community – we started our walk at a Portuguese café 

next door to a Columbian market – the row of rather impressive official buildings  from 

the end of 19th beginning of 20th century: the old town hall, what is now the college and 

the Bernie Grant Art Centre. 

On the other side of the shady green stand the Holy Trinity Church with its adjacent Green 

School – so called because of the colour of the uniform, not the guttering - and the 

charming old well which provided fresh water to the village until 1883 when the water 

was deemed unfit for drinking, and the High Cross which could easily pass as an Eleanor 

Cross but is not and in fact no one seems to know its true identity. 

From there, Anne guided us through the back streets all the way to Broad Lane with 

what’s left of the ‘Seven Sisters’ – elm trees. We passed a selection of interesting  

architecture: country cottage, Georgian houses, a residence with the Prince of Wales 

decorating the balcony over the giant bay window. 

After a short walk, we reached Markfield Park where, together with its shady café and a 

large rose garden waiting to bloom, the pump house is located. It is part of the Tottenham 

Sewage Works that served the area from the early 1850’s up to 1964. 

It shelters the Steam Beam Engine.  What a beauty of Victorian technology it is! The 

enormous wheel and its polished steel and bronze mechanism, a high frame with columns 

of painted metal which gave it an air of a temple, the shining wooden piston casing, and 

all in working order as it was demonstrated after a short history of sewage and cholera. 

Well, it took a little bit of patience and persuasion from Dan, the engineer who on third 

attempt did get that wheel going round and the pumps moving up and down, and the 

speed regulator spinning.  When the Works were active it used to pump two million 

gallons (each) of effluent per day!  

Do you think you have missed an interesting event? Not quite, as the monster will be in 

action again on 28th May, 24th June, 22nd July, 27th August and 22-23rd September.   Report 

by Gilbert Vieri, photo by Derek Harwood. 


