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Introduction to the Highbury Heritage project 

 
The Christ Church Spire and Heritage project was part funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) to repair and conserve the disintegrating stonework of the Christ Church spire and to 
develop and deliver the Highbury Heritage community engagement project. The overall 
project cost £350,000. 
 
Highbury Heritage is an audiovisual resource created over two years, 2016-2017, with the 

involvement of organisations and individuals in our local community. With the expertise 

and commitment of volunteers, we created enough material to provide the heritage 

resource with about 150 items, including: 

 

 Over 40 new short videos 
 More than 20 illustrated narrated stories  
 Narrated soundbites on more than 40 Highbury streets, illustrated by images old 

and new 
 Illustrated soundbites on over 25 local notable people 
 12 oral histories 
 8 existing films − available for the resource with permission from the creators 

 

This material amounts to some three hours of films and illustrated narrations, catalogued 

under six top level themes and being gradually incorporated into the audiovisual display.  

The Highbury we know today stretches from Finsbury Park station in the north to Highbury 

and Islington station in the south, nestles up against Clissold Park in the east and the 

Holloway Road in the west.  

 

Islington U3A visit 

 

We hope this will be an interactive session with discussion, questions and comments on 

the videos and narrations (see next page) and on the history of Highbury generally.  

Christ Church aims to ensure that Highbury Heritage is of interest to new and returning 

visitors over the next five years and welcomes feedback and suggestions from viewers. 

However, as a volunteer-run project, there may not be the resources to take all suggestions 

on board. 

As further items are uploaded to the audiovisual resource we will let the group know so 

that you can plan additional visits.  

Comments from group members are invited − during the discussion and/or on the 

comment forms available. And any thoughts you may have subsequently can be forwarded 

to me via Sarina Turner, email localhistory.iu3a@gmail.com  

 

          Evelyn Thomas  

mailto:localhistory.iu3a@gmail.com
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During this Islington U3A group visit, planned to last about one hour, we will show some of 

the videos and narrations listed below.  

 

1. Highbury names and places  

An architectural tour presented by Susan Hahn, Clerkenwell and Islington (CIGA) Guide 

 Georgian and Regency 

- Highbury Place 

- Highbury Terrace 

- Cubitt Villas and Highbury Park Terrace – (completed, to be uploaded soon) 

 Victorian 

- Highbury Crescent 

- Highbury New Park 

- Whistler Street 

- Kelross Road and Sotheby Road 

- Highbury Park shopping developments - The Broadway, Highbury Barn 

(completed, to be uploaded soon) 

- The Clocktower – (completed, to be uploaded soon) 

 Pre- and post-war social housing 

- The Taverner Estate and The Chestnuts 

 Post 1970s developments 

- Highbury Terrace Mews 

- Queensland Road – (completed, to be uploaded soon) 

2. Leisure and entertainment 

 Olden Garden 

 Eclectic Voices – from a fundraising concert for the spire repairs 

 Arsenal changing the face of Highbury 

 

3. Highbury people 

 Highbury Barn shopkeepers 

 Berrin Bates, Art teacher at Drayton Park School 

 

4. Remembrance and the legacy of war 

 Remembrance Day service 

 The Boer War memorial 

 

5. Schools and community 

 Art at Drayton Park Primary School  

 

6. Christ Church Highbury 

 Building Christ Church, narrated by Nick Witter 

 The Spire repairs – interview with Nicholas Weedon, HMDW Architects 


