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John. later Joe, Orton, was born in Leicester, the eldest of four children, on 1st January 1933 and 

died in Islington on 9th August 1967. 

Joe failed the 11 plus so decided to take a secretarial course at Clark's College Leicester. Later he 

became interested in drama, so Joe successfully applied to go to RADA. He won a scholarship in 1951 

and met Kenneth Halliwell while he was at the college.  

He lived in West Hampstead with Halliwell, who was seven years older than Joe. Ken had private 

income, which they lived on as they sought to become writers of (at first unpublished) work. They 

both went into repertory theatre and quite quickly became lovers; Joe was promiscuous, probably 

with Ken's knowledge. 

They moved into a shabby upper-storey flat, 25 Noel Road Islington, in 1959. During the early time 

there they removed library books from the Islington Public library and illustrated them in an 

idiosyncratic style. They went to prison for this offence; now the books are in Islington local 

museum. 

Joe wrote the radio play Ruffian on the Stair, which was also a success as a repertory short play. 

Later, in 1964, he  wrote Entertaining Mr Sloane:  this won critical acclaim from Terence Rattigan. 

Meanwhile Kenneth was becoming jealous of his friend's newfound success and as Joe became more 

confident Ken became more depressed. Entertaining Mr Sloane was staged in Wyndham's Theatre, 

where at first it was not a great success critically. Loot, a wild parody of a detective novel and funeral 

parlour games, came next, followed by  What the Butler Saw. In March 1967, Joe and Ken went to 

Libya, intending a long holiday, but soon returned due to accommodation problems. 

9th August 1967 Kenneth Halliwell bludgeoned Joe Orton to death with nine hammer blows to the 

head. was born in Leicester, the eldest of four children was born in Leicester, the eldest of four 

children Kenneth then took a large dose of Nembutal, which killed him. Four days before his death 

Joe confided in a friend that he wished to end his relationship with Kenneth but did not know how to 

go about it. 


