
Islington U3A - Outing to Highclere Castle 

Monday 15th April 2019 

An Outing to be led by Dianne Hally and David McPhail. 

 

We are inviting you to a day out at Highclere Castle (sometime referred to as Downton Abbey !) 

Admission to the Castle and Gardens will be £14.50 for those over 60 and there are train tickets 

available for about £10 at present. If you also want to visit the Egyptian Exhibition then your 

admission ticket will be £21. We are asking everyone wishing to attend to register (see separate 

google form link).  This will be used to then send you further information. 

Having registered you then need to buy your own entrance ticket at 

https://highclerecastleshop.co.uk/categories/spring-2019-admission-tickets.  Follow this link, then 

scroll down to the bottom of that page, select Monday 15th April, then the afternoon tour. Select 

either ‘Caste & Gardens’ or if you also want to take in the Egyptian Exhibition then click on 

‘Caste, Exhibition & Gardens’. 

Most of us will be travelling by train from Paddington catching the 9.36am outbound to Newbury 

and the 5.02pm back to London (arriving back in Paddington at 18.14pm). At the time of writing 

there are tickets available for the return journey for £9.90 but you will have to be quick to get 

these so please buy your ticket asap. We will share pre-booked taxis for the short journey to the 

Castle and back (a few pounds only).  

We will all have lunch and afternoon tea together. 

More on the Castle (from https://www.highclerecastle.co.uk/) : 

Highclere Castle has a rich, multi-faceted heritage. 
  
The first written records of the estate date back to 749 when an Anglo-Saxon King granted the 
estate to the Bishops of Winchester. Bishop William of Wykeham built a beautiful medieval 
palace and gardens on the park. Later on, the palace was rebuilt as Highclere Place House in 
1679 when it was purchased by Sir Robert Sawyer, Attorney General to Charles II and James II 
and direct grandfather of the current Earl. 
  
In 1771, 'Capability' Brown made plans for the alteration of the grounds, water and symmetrical 
Georgian house at Highclere for the 1st Earl of Carnarvon. In 1842, Sir Charles Barry – who was 
also working on the Houses of Parliament at the time – finished his final designs for the 3rd Earl 
of Carnarvon, transforming Highclere Place House into Highclere Castle. The Countess’ 
research has revealed that, in 1867, the Constitution of Canada was drawn up in the British 
North America Act by 4th Earl of Carnarvon and John A. Macdonald, later the first Prime Minister 
of Canada. 
  
The history of planes begins at Highclere Castle in 1910, with Sir Geoffrey De Havilland making 
his first flight on the Highclere Estate at Seven Barrows.  In 1922, the 5th Earl of Carnarvon 
discovered Tutankhamen’s Tomb with trusted colleague and friend Howard Carter. During the 
First World War, Highclere Castle was converted into a hospital for wounded soldiers run by the 
5th Countess of Carnarvon. 
  
Throughout the Second World War, Highclere Castle was home to evacuees, whose names 
you can see etched into the roof lead. During the conflict, military planes from four nations 
crashed on the Highclere Estate whilst on active service. The current Countess is holding a 
weekend in their honor in September. The current Earl’s father was the Queen’s racing manager 
from 1969 until his death in 2001. 
  
Today, the Castle is home to the 8th Earl and Countess of Carnarvon. 
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