
iU3A Longer Walks Group – Isle of Wight Visit  

September 2017 

The following is a composite of the photos from the 3 days of this excursion with 

some comment on them. 

We are on our way – view from the ferry 
across from Lymington to Yarmouth, Isle of 
Wight 

 

 
Great location for 

the hostel – views 
right across 

Freshwater Bay 
 
 

 
 

A couple of 
members did risk 
the (heated) pool) 

 
 

 
 



…. 

 

The advanced party go out for a reckie on the first day – to get the lie of the land 

before the whole group arrives. 
- looking 

back West 
 
- Or 

looking East 

We had a hoot on the first night – one of the 

other group leaders put on a quiz for us. The 
highlight was the drawing round. Think of a 

horse – now draw it – consecutively! Can’t 
understand why ours didn’t win the 
competition. Must have been something to do 

with those judges – who selected them?   
 

 
Maybe we could start a new art group? 



The first of our “Full On” walks was a circular 

from the hostel doorstep. Heading North 
toward Yarmouth then round the westerly 
coast. Unfortunately, the weather gave us a 

few showers. 

 
Stopping for coffee could have been a mistake 

– trying to re-start in the rain was meet with a 
degree of reluctance. 

 
But onward we trudged with showers coming and 
going. 

 
 

Following the coast round the West site took us passed the town of Freshwater 

and down to the needles. It was a popular spot with even a chairlift to get down 
to the beach 



 
Photo doesn’t really show up the famous varies coloured sands in these cliffs. 

We passed the remains of Britain’s Rocket 
Testing Facilities at the Needles - the Navy (no, sorry Chris, the Marines!) were 
keeping an eye on things (see small amphibious boats in righthand side of 

photo). 

After the peninsular of the needles it was back 

along the South coast toward Freshwater Bay. 

 
This lead us past the Tennyson monument (with his 

house close by). 



Day 3 (Friday) and the weather was much 

better. This time we headed East from the 
hostel. Passing the “Long Stone”. 

Constant great views all day. 

The second day of “Full On” walks was having its toll – several sleepy members at 
the lunch stop. 

 

 I see no ships….. 

But it was such an idyllic spot.  



Where are we anyway?  

After lunch, no one was tempted by a stop at the Pearl 
Shop so we plodded on heading for home (or the 
hostel at least). 

 

A stretch on the beach was good at the time – 

but ended with a climb up the 96 (?) steps at 
the end. 

 
We did it! Another excellent walk ended at the 
top of the golf course with stupendous views 
all around the island. A great finish to the 

holiday. 



Sadly that was it, the end of a great group 

outing. Who said “where are we going next 
year”…. 

 
 


