
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 

Walk Kent castles and villages: Hever to Leigh 

Date  Tuesday 17th June  2014 

Distance Up to 9 miles (can be shortened – see below)  

Timing About 4 hours walking time + travel, refreshment stops and possible 
visit to one of the castles. 

You should get back to Islington between 6 pm and 7 pm.  

Walk leader Martyn Waring 

Meeting up 
and travel 

Meet at the entrance and ticket hall area to Highbury & Islington 
station at 9.15 am. We will be travelling to Hever by train from 
London Bridge.  There is only an hourly service and we will aim to 
catch the 10.08 Uckfield train. You can meet at London Bridge if that 
is more convenient: the train will leave from one of the higher 
number terminus platforms (not the through platforms).  

If you have an Oyster card and Senior Railcard get a discounted day 
return from the Zone 6 boundary to Hever, which costs just over £4 
and is only marginally more expensive than a single ticket. The 
return journey is on a different line, but with the same company 
(Southern trains) and from the same area, so it may be possible to 
avoid paying any more. 

Route The route goes from Hever station to Hever Castle, Chiddingstone 
(which also has a castle), Penshurst and Leigh. 

OS Landranger Map 188 or Explorer Map 147. 

Terrain Mainly tracks and paths through wooded and farming countryside. 
Generally quite flat, with a few short uphill and downhill stretches, 
but nothing too strenuous. A few sections on minor roads. 

Most of the route will be dry at this time of year with just a few short 
muddy areas in woodland where there is no direct sunlight. 

Possible 
obstacles 

Many of the stiles have been replaced by gates or removed, but 
there are still several to negotiate. 

Although the minor road sections will not have much traffic, they are 
quite narrow and usually have no pavement, so care is needed. 

If you intend to wear shorts or a skirt, you will need to beware of 
nettles in a few places.  

Suitability This is a relatively easy walk, suitable for anyone reasonably fit. 

Options to 
shorten the 

walk 

There are two ways the walk can be shortened. From 
Chiddingstone, Penshurst station (the stop before Leigh), is about 2 
miles away. You would probably need a map to find the route.   



From Penshurst village (which is quite a distance from the station) 
there are a few afternoon buses to either Edenbridge and also an 
hourly service to Tunbridge Wells, both with trains back to London.  

Options for 
visits 

The walk passes four places of interest, although there won’t really 
be time to visit more than one of those which have an entry charge. 

Hever Castle: a 15th century castle and gardens, the birthplace of 
Anne Boleyn. Entrance £13.25 (seniors) or £11.25 gardens only 

Chiddingstone Castle and grounds: more a country house than a 
castle, with an art collection. Entrance £8 (£2 `honesty box’ for 
gardens and grounds) 

Chiddingstone Village: a mediaeval village owned and maintained 
by the National Trust. 

Penshurst Place: a 14th century manor house and gardens. 
Entrance £10 (£8 gardens only). 

Clothing/ 
footwear 

Comfortable walking shoes/ boots.  Current weather forecast is 
good, but check nearer the time whether there’s any chance of rain. 
Protection from the sun (hat and cream) is highly advisable at this 
tome of year.  

Refreshments 
and toilets 

There are refreshment places at Hever, Chiddingstone, Penshurst 
and Leigh. The best place for lunch is probably Chiddingstone 
village, which has a pub (the Castle Inn) serving soup (£5), 
sandwiches (from £6) or a cup of soup and a sandwich (£9). There’s 
also a teas shop which serves slightly cheaper light lunches. Both 
have indoor and outdoor seating. 

If you take a picnic you could enjoy this in Chiddingstone Castle 
grounds. 

All the refreshment places and visitor sites have toilets, but there are 
no public ones on this walk.  

More 
information 

Hever Castle: http://www.hevercastle.co.uk  

Chiddingstone Castle: http://www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk/  

Chiddingstone: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/chiddingstone-village/  

Penshurst Place: http://www.penshurstplace.com/  

Castle Inn, Chiddingstone: http://www.castleinn-kent.co.uk/  

Leader’s 
contact 
details 

Beforehand   e-mail: iu3alongerwalks@gmail.com  

On the day    mobile: 07588 713 230 
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