
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Marks Tey Circular Walk No. 197   

Area Essex Type Circular 

Date  Tuesday 24th July 2018 

Distance 10 miles 

Timing 4 hours walking time + travel + refreshment stops. Allow 8 hours.   

Meeting up 

& travel 

Train to Marks Tey  (final destination Colchester Town): 

       Departs Liverpool St at 9.38 

       Departs Stratford      at 9.45   (Leader will join here) 

       Arrives Marks Tey at 10.33 

 

Off peak day return to Marks Tey with Freedom Pass and Senior 

Rail Card is £14.45 

Return trains from Marks Tey: twice an hour 

Route An easy circular walk through the rural Colne valley in north east 

Essex.  The morning takes us northwards across open countryside 

and fields via the villages of Aldham and Ford Street to pick up the 

long distance cross county path, the Essex Way.  We follow this, 

tracing the course of the river Colne to the village of Chappel.  

Chappel is home to the East Anglian Railway Museum, and site of 

the magnificent 1849 Chappel viaduct with its 32 brick built arches 

spanning the Colne valley.  After lunch, the walk continues to the 

west and then south ,across meadows, through ancient woodland, 

quiet lanes and footpaths to the village of Great Tey  whose St 

Barnabus church features an unusual central tower.  From here we 

turn east and southwards where the paths lead us back across the 

single track branch line through fields and meadows to loop back to 

Marks Tey station. 

Lunch/coffee Lunch at the Swan Inn at Chappel. 

Dropping out At lunchtime, from Chappel station, take the branch line train back to 

Marks Tey. 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker. Comfortable 

waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. Check weather 

forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  Wear, or carry, an 

extra layer. 

Facilities Toilets at the station and on the train 

Walk source A small booklet of Essex railway walks. Author unknown. 



Maps OS Explorer 184 & 195 

Leader & 

contact 

details 

Walk Leader:  Rowena 

                        Mobile 07741 311531 Text or leave message 

                        Email  inzanir@yahoo.co.uk 

 


