
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 
 

Walk Ramsgate to Margate Walk No. 190 

Area Isle of Thanet (Kent) coast Type Linear 

Date  Thursday 7th June 2018 

Distance Just under 10 miles (16 km)  

Timing 4 hours walking time, plus refreshment stops. Return time will depend 
on whether you want to spend time in Margate at the end. Earliest 
would probably be between 6 and 6.30 pm at St Pancras. 

Meeting up 
and travel 

Meet at St Pancras International with train ticket by 9.55 am at the 
entry for South Eastern trains (platforms 11-13) on the upper level.  
We’ll catch the 10.08 service to Ramsgate. Journey time 1 hr 20 mins. 

There are three trains an hour back from Margate to St Pancras, with 
varying journey times between 1 hr 20 and 1 hr 40 mins.  

Buy an off-peak day return from St Pancras to Margate, which costs c 
£22 with Senior Railcard (Freedom Pass not valid on HST). 

Route From Ramsgate station we walk down into and through the old town 
and harbour, before joining the seaside promenade. We then climb to 
the (not very high) clifftop and follow this north east, passing Dumpton 
Gap and Louisa Bay before reaching Broadstairs. After Broadstairs, 
the route turns to head north and then west, passing a series of bays 
(Joss Bay, Kingsgate Bay, Botany Bay, Palm Bay and Walpole Bay) 
before reaching Margate. Unlike Ramsgate, Margate station is very 
close to the seafront and harbour.  

The designated route is along promenades and the (mainly grassy) 
clifftop but, depending on the tides, it may be possible to do some 
stretches along the beach if people wish.    . 

Lunch and 
refreshments 

There are plenty of options throughout the walk. The Charles Dickens 
at Broadstairs is the recommended lunch stop in the guide, but there’ll 
be plenty of alternatives (including a picnic on the beach). 

Shortening or 
dropping-out 

options  

You can shorten the walk by catching a train at either of the 
intermediate stations (Dumpton Bay or Broadstairs). There are also 
frequent local buses along the main road between Ramsgate and 
Margate, which is a short distance inland at most points on the walk. 

Suitability This is a relatively easy and straightforward walk for which you only 
need comfortable walking footwear. The main hazard would be getting 
cut off on rocks by an incoming tide if trying to walk between bays on 
the beach, but we’ll take care to avoid that. If the weather’s good and 
you fancy a paddle or a dip, bring swimwear and towel. 

Facilities There are public toilets on the trains, at the main stations and in the 
seaside towns. There are also all the usual seaside “ attractions”.   

If you’re looking for a bit of culture, try the Dickens House museum in 
Broadstairs or the Turner Contemporary Art Gallery (free) in Margate. 

 Walk source Saturday Walkers Club - walk no. 101 (see below). 
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Maps and 
other 

references 

OS Explorer map 150  

Saturday Walkers Club: 
https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/ramsgate-to-margate/  

Charles Dickens:  https://www.charlesdickensbroadstairs.co.uk/   

Isle of Thanet visitor guide: http://www.visitthanet.co.uk/   

Dickens House Museum: https://www.thanet.gov.uk/info-
pages/dickens-house-museum/  

Turner Contemporary Art Gallery: https://www.turnercontemporary.org/  

Disclaimer I have not done a reccie for this walk, although I have walked much of 
it in the past. Navigation is very straightforward. The SWC walking 
notes were last updated in October 2017. 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

 

Walk leader:  Martyn Waring 

Phone/ text:  07588 713 230 

Email:  martynwaring@btinternet.com  

Points of 
interest 

In 1820 King George IV set off from Ramsgate with the Royal 
Squadron en route to Hanover. He was so impressed by the 
hospitality he received at the Kent port that he decreed it be declared 
a ‘Royal Harbour’ - a status that's unique in mainland Britain. 

Broadstairs was originally called 'Bradstowe’. Charles Dickens 
visited Broadstairs frequently, staying at Bleak House, different and 
smaller in his day, and then called Fort House. He clearly drew 
inspiration from the town and its characters. 

The title of John Buchan’s novel The Thirty-Nine Steps, written in 
Broadstairs in 1915, is said to have originated from the author's 
daughter counting the 78 wooden steps leading to the beach from the 
cliff top on the North Foreland, by the house where Buchan was 
staying. Buchan halved the number for a catchier title. The original 
steps were later replaced by 105 concrete ones which are still there.  

Margate was once a small fishing village, until the 1730s brought a 
passion for sea bathing, sparking its growth as a fashionable resort. 
Margate was the first place to offer and popularise donkey rides on 
the beach, starting back in the early 1800s. 

The Isle of Thanet represents 20% of the UK's and 12% of Europe's 
coastal chalk and it is the longest continuous stretch of coastal chalk 
in Britain. 

Botany Bay got its name because the common fate of a captured 
smuggler was deportation to Botany Bay in Australia on a convict 
ship. In the late 18th century there was a big battle here between the 
smugglers and the revenue men, which resulted in quite a few 
fatalities. 
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