
 

Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 

Walk Title The Wandle Trail; West Croydon to 
Earlsfield 

Walk No. 215 

Area South London Type Linear 

Date  19th November 2018 

Distance About 9 miles (about 14 or 15 km). Shorter options available (see 
below) 

Timing Up to 5 hours walking time + travel + refreshment stop(s).  

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet at the Thameslink trains ticket barriers at St Pancras 
International Station for the 9.15 Thameslink train to East Croydon. 

Return travel will be from Earlsfield Station uness we are slow/late 
and it is too dark to walk to Earlsfield in which case we'll return via 
Colliers Wood on the Northern line. 

Route The whole route of Trail follows the River Wandle to where it joins 
the Thames. From Croydon, the trail passes close to Waddon, 
Carshalton, Mitcham, Morden, Wimbledon and Earlsfield before 
reaching the Thames at Wandsworth. The whole route goes through 
no fewer than 14 park areas. 

Lunch Lunch stop will be at the National Trust café in Morden Hall Park 
after about 6 miles 

Dropping out You can leave the walk after the lunch stop at Morden tube on the 
Northern line. 

You’ll never be far from a get out if you don’t mind using local buses. 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker. There are no 
particular difficulties.  

Terrain: The walk is basically flat, with a few bridges to cross. Much 
of the route is hard surface, with just a few potentially muddy 
sections. It’s mainly on paths and tracks through parks or beside the 
river, though there are also some roadside pavements and several 
busy road crossings. Forget open countryside – this is a greenish 
walk through an essentially urban, suburban and industrial 
landscape, with plenty of points of interest.  

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. 
Check weather forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  
Wear, or carry, an extra layer. 

Facilities There are toilets in some of the parks at reasonably convenient 
intervals, although it’s at least an hour’s walk to the first ones. There 
are none on the train or at West Croydon station. 

Walk source The Wandle Trail (London Borough of Merton) 

Map & 

other 
references 

There is a map and description of the route available online at: 

http://www.merton.gov.uk/wandle_trail-4.pdf  

You can also follow the route on an A to Z. 

Morden Hall Park: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/morden-hall-park/ 

http://www.merton.gov.uk/wandle_trail-4.pdf
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/morden-hall-park/


Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Lesley Delacourt 

Mobile: 07798 656560 

                      

Interesting 
facts 

The River Wandle has two sources, in Waddon and Carshalton, 
and flows to join the River Thames at Wandsworth. In its industrial 
heyday, it was Britain’s ‘hardest working river’, with over 90 mills 
along its banks. The River is most attractive in its semi-rural setting 
by Poulter Park. The water is much cleaner here due to the 
extensive submerged vegetation filtering it. Reed mace, reed sweet-
grass, nettles and creeping thistle grow here on the banks. 

Beddington Mill (shortly after Waddon Ponds) was probably 
founded on the site of a medieval mill. During the eighteenth century 
it was used to grind corn and later to grind tobacco into snuff. The 
existing brick mill was built in the 1890s for J and TH Wallis, who ran 
a bakery as well as a flourmill. 

Carew Manor (near the entrance to Beddington Park) was the home 
of the Carews of Beddington for 500 years. The house still contains 
a Great Hall with an impressive timber arch-braced hammer-beam 
roof, which dates from around 1500. You can also see the 
Dovecote, dating from the early eighteenth century. It has nesting 
boxes for pigeons, which were reared for food.  

Wilderness Island is a statutory Local Nature Reserve. Some thirty 
species of birds have been recorded on the Island, including all 
three British woodpeckers, tree creepers and nuthatches.  

The National Trust owned Morden Hall Park took on most of its 
present character when it was acquired and laid out in the middle of 
the 19th century by the Hatfield family. 

Merton Abbey Mills and its 18th century Grade II listed wheelhouse 
was once home to the famous Arthur Liberty printing works. It is now 
a visitor attraction, with restaurants, boutique shops, events and a 
weekend market. 

Wandle Meadow Nature Park was until recently a sewage works, 
but is now managed as a Local Nature Reserve 

On the full walk you will pass through the following 14 parks: 

Wandle Park     Waddon Ponds     Beddington Park     The Grove 

Wilderness Island     Dale Park     Watercress Park    Poulter Park 

Ravensbury Park     Morden Hall Park     (another!) Wandle Park  

Wandle Meadow Nature Park     Garratt Park     King George’s Park 

 


