
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 

 

Walk Title Watton-at Stone circular Walk No. 245 

Area Hertfordshire Type Circular 

Date  17th July  2019 

Distance 11½ miles (18 km).  

Timing Around 5 hours walking time + travel + refreshment stops. Expect to 
be back to Islington by about 5.30/ 6 pm. 

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet by the rail ticket office at Finsbury Park station (this faces on to 
the bus station) with ticket by 9.45 am. We’ll catch the 09.54 Great 
Northern service to Watton-at -Stone (journey time about 45 
minutes). You could also join the train at Moorgate (dep. 09.40), Old 
Street (09.42), Essex Road (09.45), Highbury & Islington (09.48) or 
Drayton Park (09.50), although you may not be able to buy an 
extension ticket at all these, so get one in advance if necessary. 
Please let the leader know on the sign up form if you plan to join the 
train other than at Finsbury Park. 

Buy an off-peak day return from the boundary of Zone 6 (Crews Hill 
on this line) to Watton-at-Stone. With Freedom Pass and Senior 
Railcard the advertised price is £5.05. There are two trains an hour 
back to London from Watton-at-Stone. 

Route This is a circular walk in a clockwise direction, initially heading north 
and eventually coming back to Watton-at-Stone from the south-east.  
It passes through a few small villages, including Dane End and 
Tonwell, but is mainly in the Hertfordshire countryside. 

Options to 
shorten 

There are no convenient buses or alternative stations, so a taxi from 
one of the villages is probably the only realistic option.  

Terrain Mainly on paths, bridleways and tracks through fields and woodland, 
with a few stretches on quiet country lanes. It’s all between about 
200 and 400 feet altitude, so there’s only quite gentle and short 
climbs and descents. 

Possible 
obstacles 

A few paths can be a bit overgrown at this time of year, so best to 
have either a stick or suitable ways of protecting arms and legs. 
There are a couple of stiles and one or two busier road crossings. 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker. 

Clothing/ 
footwear 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. 
Check weather forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  Bring 
a hat and sun cream if it’s likely to be very hot. 

Refreshments 
and toilets 

The pubs aren’t very conveniently located (the original 
recommended one in Dane End has now closed). There’s one just 4 
km from the start (The Lordship Arms) and one after about 12 km 
(The Robin Hood & Little John), both serving food - if we’re there at 
the right times! We could stop at either (or both) but I’m suggesting 
people bring a picnic lunch, particularly if it’s good weather.  

There are also a couple of pubs in Watton-at -Stone if we just miss a 
train at the end.    



Leader’s 
contact 
details 

Martyn Waring  

Beforehand   e-mail: martynwaring@btinternet.com or text (below) 

On the day    mobile: 07588 713 230 

Walk source Saturday Walker’s Club (see below). 

Map and 

other 
references 

Map: Mainly on OS Explorer 194 (Hertford and Bishop’s Stortford) 

Walk: https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/watton-at-stone-circular/  

Lordship Arms:  http://www.lordshiparms.com/  

The Robin Hood & Little John:  
https://whatpub.com/pubs/SHE/802/robin-hood-little-john-tonwell  

  

Interesting 
facts 

Watton-at-Stone: The origin of the word `watton’ is uncertain, and is 
variously ascribed to Old English wád or woad, and ton meaning 
small farming settlement; or waden meaning ford; or from waétan 
meaning watery. The suffix -at-Stone dates from the early 13th 
century and may be derived from the presence of two large 
examples of Hertfordshire puddingstone in the village. 

For the summer of 1923, the Georgian red-brick rectory at Watton-
at-Stone became the short-lived home of Alan Turing, founder of 
computer science and the leading cryptologist at Bletchley Park in 
World War II. Andrew Hodges in his biography: Alan Turing: The 
Enigma tells of how a gypsy fortune teller at the church fête foretold 
that he would be a genius. 

Another famous former resident was the locomotive engineer Sir 
Nigel Gresley, who lived in Watton House until his death in 1941. 

Dane End means the 'valley ends' and is located where a tributary of 
the River Lea comes off the surrounding chalk. 

The skyline of the village of Tonwell is dominated by the futuristic 
1960s concrete water tower, which in 2007 became a Grade II listed 
building. The water tower has a capacity of 50,000 gallons and was 
built in 1964. 
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