
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 

Walk Title Windsor Great Park (Sunningdale to Windsor) Walk No. 231 

Area Berkshire (but starts in Surrey) Type Linear 

Date  Thursday  11th April 2017 

Distance About 10½ miles (17 km)  

Timing About 5 hours walking time + travel + lunch stop. Arrival home will depend 
whether you decide to spend time in Windsor - earliest 5.30 to 6 pm. 

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet outside Highbury & Islington station by 8.50 am to catch the 08.59 
London Overground service to Richmond, where we’ll change to the 10.06 
South Western Railways train to Sunningdale (final destination Reading). If 
you prefer, you can join the SWR train at Waterloo (dep. 09.50) or Clapham 
Junction (dep 09.58) - please let the walk leader know if you plan to do this. 
The train does not stop at Vauxhall. It takes just over 45 minutes from 
Waterloo to Sunningdale. 

Trains back from Windsor and Eton Riverside to Richmond, Clapham 
Junction and Waterloo are every 30 minutes (at 23/53 past the hour) and 
take about 1 hour.  Slightly quicker return is possible from Windsor and Eton 
Central, changing at Slough for Paddington via the Great Western line. 

If you have a Freedom Pass and Senior Railcard, probably best to get an off-
peak single from Feltham (the last station in Zone 6) to Sunningdale (£4.60). 
This keeps your options open for the return journey, which is on a different 
line and for which an extension ticket will cost about £3.50 in Windsor 
whichever route you choose for the return. 

Route We go from Sunningdale station through part of the village then across 
Coworth Park, home of the Guards Polo Club. Immediately after this, we 
enter the grounds of Windsor Great Park, where we’ll stay until almost the 
end of the walk. Within the Park we first go round part of Virginia Water, then 
through Valley Gardens (where there are different options, all ending up at 
the same point, a large totem pole). From there we head for the lunch stop, 
the café at the entrance to The Savill Garden, where there’ll be some time to 
visit the garden if you wish (although there’s an entrance charge of £11).   

After lunch, the route is up Rhododendron Ride to Cow Pond, which is 
covered in an array of water lilies. From here, it is through some light woods 
and on to the Royal Lodge, to pass through gates into Windsor Deer Park. 
There is a choice of routes from here - we’ll probably head for the Copper 
Horse statue to follow 4km of the Long Walk to Windsor Castle, which you 
can see prominently - albeit at first distantly - all the rest of the way. 

Lunch and 
refreshments 

We will stop for lunch at the Savill Garden. It has a pleasant restaurant (soup 
and roll c £6, main dishes c £10) and a separate coffee and snacks area. 
You can use these whether or not you are visiting the garden. There’s a 
Waitrose by Sunningdale station if you decide you’d like to stock up for a 
picnic on the day. There is a range of places serving teas and coffee or 
almost any other type of refreshment in Windsor – at a range of prices. 



Dropping out 
options 

Although this is a relatively easy walk, there are limited options for cutting it 
short. You could walk from the midway lunch stop to Englefield Green (about 
2 km) to catch a bus to either Staines station (on Waterloo line) or Windsor. 
Alternatively, you could phone a cab from the Savill Garden. And if you’ve 
really had enough and don’t want to go into Windsor, we pass the same bus 
route on the outskirts of the town, which provides a half hourly service to 
either Staines (for Waterloo) or Slough (for Paddington). 

Suitability Some built up stretches at the beginning and end, but mainly paths, tracks 
and park roads through wooded areas, landscaped gardens and open 
parkland, with some stretches passing lakes. Mostly firm underfoot, but with 
occasional muddy stretches. Mainly flat, with a few short inclines and 
descents. No stiles. 

Facilities There are public toilets on the trains, at Sunningdale station [if open!], in 

Valley Gardens, at The Savill Garden and in Windsor.   

Walk source Saturday Walkers Club (see below). Also in Time Out Country Walks (Vol 1) 
- it’s Walk No. 18)  

Map & 

other 
references 

OS Explorer Map 160 (Windsor, Weybridge and Bracknell)  

Walk:  https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/sunningdale-to-windsor/    

Windsor Great Park (including The Savill Garden)::  
http://www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk/en   

Windsor (including Windsor Castle): http://www.windsor-berkshire.co.uk/  

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk leader:  Martyn Waring 

Phone:  07588 713 230 

Email:  martynwaring@btinternet.com 

Points of 
interest 

Windsor Great Park encompasses The Savill Garden, Virginia Water, The 
Valley Gardens and the Long Walk and Deer Park. The walk passes all of 
these. The Great Park offers a rich tapestry of experiences to discover, with 
a Royal history spanning over 1,000 years. It includes historical monuments, 
ancient forests, horticultural displays, and rare wildlife, plants and fungi. 

The 100 foot high Totem Pole at one end of The Valley Gardens was a gift 
to the Queen in 1958 from British Columbia, and is made from a 600 year-old 
western red cedar tree. The giant Obelisk in the park was put up by King 
George II to commemorate ‘the success in arms of his son, William’. 

Savill Gardens are named in honour of Eric Savill who, with encouragement 
from King George V, created the gardens on inauspicious, fast-draining 
sandy soil. Later, in 1947, Eric Savill began work on Valley Gardens, 
created on the site of an old gravel pit. 

The Copper Horse in the park is a huge equestrian statue to King George III 
which was commissioned by his son, George IV. 

A castle was first built at Windsor by William the Conqueror in 1070. 
Windsor Castle fell to a siege by John, King Richard I’s brother, in 1193, and 
was captured, without a defence being mounted, by the Parliamentarians in 
1642, the first year of the Civil War. It suffered badly in the fire of 1992, 
Queen Elizabeth II’s ‘annus horribilis’. 
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