
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 
 

Walk Witley to Haslemere (via Chiddingfold) Walk No. 160 

Area Surrey  Type Linear 

Date  Thursday 12th October 2017 

Distance 9 miles (with a drop-out option by bus at lunch, after about 4 miles)  

Timing Up to 4 hours walking time, plus lunch stop. 

Expect to be back in Islington between 5.30 pm and 6 pm if you do the 
full walk (or perhaps a bit later if you stop for tea in Haslemere). 

Meeting up 
and travel 

Meet outside the main ticket office at Waterloo station by 10.00 am to 
catch the 10.15 am South Western Railways (formerly South West 
Trains) service to Witley (final destination Haslemere). Journey time is 
about 55 minutes. The train picks up at Clapham Junction (10.22) but 
not at Vauxhall. There’s only one train an hour that calls at Witley.  

If you have a Freedom Pass and Senior Railcard, you should buy an off-
peak day return from the boundary of Zone 6 (Surbiton on this line) to 
Haslemere, one stop beyond Witley. This should cost £10.25.  

There is a more frequent service back from Haslemere - four trains an 
hour, taking around 50 minutes (fast) or an hour (stopping). 

Route From Witley the route passes the Lockwood Centre for horses and 
donkeys and Combe Court manor house with its C15th farmhouse. It 
enters Chiddingfold via the Grade 1 listed St Mary's church.  

After lunch the walk is through Frillinghurst Wood and various National 
Trust estates. From the last of these we emerge directly on to 
Haslemere High Street, from where it’s a 10 minute walk to the station. 

Lunch and 
refreshments 

The recommended lunch venue is the renovated 12th century Crown Inn 
in Chiddingfold. There’s also another pub (The Swan) and a café 
(Treacle’s Tea Room) in the village, as well as seats by a pond on the 
village green if the weather is good and you fancy a picnic.  

There are several tea options in Haslemere. 

Shortening 
or dropping-
out options  

There’s an hourly bus service in each direction between Guildford and 
Haslemere, which stops outside the Crown Inn in Chiddingfold and will 
drop you at either Witley or Haslemere stations. 

Suitability The walk goes along a mixture of paths, bridleways and quiet minor 
roads and tracks, mainly through wooded areas (including National 
Trust land) and with some more open stretches with good views. Mostly 
quite dry underfoot although with some muddy stretches, especially 
after heavy rain, so you’ll need waterproof walking boots. Some short 
inclines and descents, but no major climbs. There are just over a dozen 
stiles to negotiate and a couple of main road crossings.  

Facilities There are no public toilets on the route, so the only options are the 
trains, Witley station (if open), refreshment places in Chiddingfold, in 
Haslemere (including at the station) or behind the many trees/ bushes.  

Walk source Saturday Walkers Club (see below) and Time Out Country Walks 



Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 
 

Maps and 
other 

references 

OS Explorer Map OL 33 (Haslemere and Petersfield) 
 

Saturday Walkers Club  -  Walk 1.44: 
https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/witley-to-haslemere/    
 

Train timetable: https://www.southwesternrailway.com/plan-my-
journey/timetables (go to Table 17) 
 

Bus timetable:  
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/7819/70,71,72-
040617.pdf  
 

Chiddingfold (history): 
http://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/places/surrey/waverley/chiddingfold/  
 

St Mary’s Church: http://www.stmaryschurchchidd.org.uk/  
 

Crown Inn:  http://www.thecrownchiddingfold.com/  
 

Swan Barn Farm: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/swan-barn-farm  
 

Leader and 
contact 
details 

Walk leader:  Martyn Waring 

Phone:  07588 713 230 

Email:  martynwaring@btinternet.com 

Points of 
interest 

The Lockwood Centre for horses and donkeys (formerly known as 
Lockwood Donkey Sanctuary) is one of the oldest donkey sanctuaries in 
the UK. It was bequeathed by the founder to the RSPCA and is now a 
rehabilitation centre for horses and ponies in addition to being a 
sanctuary for donkeys.  

The name of Chiddingfold "Chadynge's fold", "Chiddingefoulde", is 
derived from the Saxon, probably meaning the fold (enclosure for 
animals) "in the hollow" 

Chiddingfold was the centre of the stained glass industry between the 
thirteenth and seventeenth centuries and the village was isolated 
enough to be able to keep working through the plague years, supplying 
stained glass for St Stephen's Chapel at Westminster in the 1350s. 

Most properties around the green date from 14th to 16th century. They 
are timber framed Wealden houses with later additions of tile hung or 
period facades, as are others within the parish boundaries. 

The Crown Inn is one of the oldest inns in England. It claims to have 
been established in 1285 with the earliest recorded reference to the 
present building dated 1383. 

The town of Haslemere is surrounded by National Trust land in almost 
every direction thanks to the campaigns in the early 1900s of Sir Robert 
Hunter, one of the National Trust's founders, who lived in Haslemere. 
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