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British Library Act 1972

1972 CHAPTER 54

An Act to establish a national library for the United
Kingdom under the control and management of a new
Board and incorporating the Library of the British
Museum; and for connected purposes. [27th July 1972]
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Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:—

L.—{1) This Act shall have effect with a view to the

ment for the United Kingdom of a national library, to
as “ the British Library ", consisting of a comprehensive
i books, i periodicals, films and
recorded matter, whether or otherwise.

(2) The British Library shall be under the control and manage-
ment of a public authority, to be known as * the British Library
", whose duty it shall be to manage the Library as a
national centre for reference, study and bibhiographical and other
information services, in relation both to scientific
technological matters and 1o the humanities.

(3) The Board shall make the services of the British Library
available in particular to institutions of education and leaming,
other libraries and industry ; and—

(@ it shall be within the functions of the Board, so far as
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think it expedient for achieving the of this
:«’mmm to efficient
management of other libraries and jon services,

to carry out and sponsor research ; and
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